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“It consists of very 
basic elements of a com-
munity: safety, sidewalks, 
places for recreation. All 
of those help to make a 
strong community,” Cupid 
said.

Additionally, people 
who live outside the 
county use these public 
facilities, O’Dell said, 
so using the consump-
tion-based SPLOST 
to fund improvements 
spreads the cost to anyone 
who spends time in the 
county. 

“The SPLOST is a 
beautiful way to make 
those who are using some 
of these facilities help 
chip in to pay for the ex-
pansion, improvement and 
repair of those facilities, 
rather than Cobb taxpay-
ers footing 100 percent of 
the bill,” O’Dell said.

O’Dell said he heard 
from some residents who 
do not use these county 
facilities and don’t be-
lieve the SPLOST proj-
ects are worthwhile. 

He said he tells them 
these projects improve 
property values and the 
ability for the county to 
attract businesses and 
new residents, so they 
still benefit even if they 
don’t use them.

Of the about $103 mil-
lion the county plans to 
spend on public services, 
about $77.5 million will 
be used for park improve-
ments and community 
centers, $23.2 million will 
go toward the county’s 
library system and $2.2 
million will be spent on 
facilities for senior cit-
izens, which includes a 
$2.16 million expansion 
of the North Cobb Senior 
Center off Old Highway 
41.

Countywide parks 
projects included in the 
proposed 2016 SPLOST 
include installing syn-
thetic turf on rectangular 
fields used for soccer, 
lacrosse or football in 
several county parks. 

The county will spend 
$2.6 million at the Hubert 
Soccer Complex off Cobb 
Parkway in Acworth, $1 
million at Terrell Mill 
Park in Marietta and 
$2.6 million at the Mud 
Creek Soccer Complex 
off Barrett Parkway in 
Powder Springs to install 
the new synthetic turf.

“Our programs have 
grown so large that the 
ability to keep natural turf 
up is very hard to do,” 
Canon said. “Any time it 
rains — any kind of mois-
ture on the ground — we 
have to cancel the pro-
grams. What artificial turf 
does for us is give us the 
ability that rain doesn’t 
bother us at all.” 

PARKS

The majority of the 
county’s park system was 
built in the 1960s and 
’70s, officials with the 
county’s parks department 
said. Many of these facil-
ities are no longer meet-
ing the demands of the 
increased population in 
the county and SPLOST 
funding allows for capital 
improvements not avail-
able through normal gen-
eral fund budgets.

According to parks and 
recreation officials, more 
than 98 percent of current 
capital project funding 
for parks and recreation 
comes from the existing 
2011 SPLOST.

The biggest park proj-
ect the county hopes to 
accomplish using the 
proposed SPLOST is a 
build out of the master 
plan for Jim Miller Park 
on Callaway Road near 
Windy Hill Road.

Canon said the project, 
which has an $18.2 mil-
lion price tag, includes 
completing infrastructure 
improvements — such 
as upgrades to electrical, 
water, sewer and com-
munications systems — 
which were started using 
2011 SPLOST funds.

Much of the park’s in-
frastructure is residential 
grade and will be replaced 
with commercial grade 
systems, Canon said, al-
lowing the park to handle 
increased demand during 

big events.
Buildings A and B, 

built in about 1970, will 
be torn down and one 
large exhibit hall building 
will be built in the park’s 
southern parking lot, 
Canon said.

“It will be an exhibit 
hall where we can host 
the circus and the fair and 
the things they do inside, 
but will also be able to 
do anything from dog 
shows to quilt shows — 
any special event you can 
imagine,” he said.

Moving the exhibit hall 
will allow the park spread 
out in order to host mul-
tiple events at the same 
time, Canon added.

The concession plaza 
will also be torn down 
and replaced. 

Twelve new concession 
stalls will be built in their 
place, which can be rent-
ed out by local vendors, 
used in conjunction with 
fairs and circuses the park 
hosts or used for events 
such as Taste of Atlanta, 
Canon said. 

“The plaza just needs 
to be modernized; it’s 
seen better days,” Canon 
said.

Additionally, Canon 
said there will be new 
restroom facilities built at 
the park. Canon said the 
existing restrooms were 
not built to accommodate 
some of the bigger events 
taking place at the park. 

The county will also 
use revenue from the 
proposed SPLOST for 
improvements to Cobb’s 
“passive” parks, Canon 
said, such as Price Park 
on Morris Hill Road in 
Kennesaw, the Green 
Meadows Preserve 
on Dallas Highway in 
Marietta and Mabry Park 
on Sandy Plains Road in 
Marietta.

The passive parks were 
purchased using a 2008 
bond program, Canon 
said, but there hasn’t been 
any funding available to 
develop the parks.

Mabry Park will re-
ceive about $4.3 million 
for walking trails, a 
community garden and 
a playground, Canon 
said. There will also be 
a treehouse built for ed-
ucational environmental 
programs, he said.

The Green Meadows 
Preserve will get $1.85 
million, and Canon said 

the walking trails there 
will be expanded, a his-
toric house on the prop-
erty will be renovated 
and parking areas will be 
added.

Canon said Price Park 
will receive $500,000 for 
a pavilion, restrooms and 
improvements to existing 
walking trails and parking 
areas.

RECREATION  
CENTERS

There are six recre-
ation centers in the coun-
ty, Canon said, the county 
hopes to build three more 
using the revenue from 
the proposed SPLOST.

The three new facili-
ties — one near Osborne 
High School in south 
Cobb costing $10 million, 
one in Acworth costing 
$8.5 million and one in 
Kennesaw costing $4.6 
million — will have gym-
nasiums for basketball 
and volleyball, breakout 
rooms for arts and crafts 
or educational programs, 
game rooms and spaces 
available to rent for com-
munity meetings.

Canon said these cen-
ters also have after-school 
and day camp programs. 
The exact locations and 
sizes of the new facilities 
have not yet been deter-
mined, Canon said, as 
the parks and recreation 
department is waiting to 
see whether the SPLOST 
measure passes before 
continuing the design 
process.

Cupid, who represents 
the area around Osborne 
High School, said a rec-
reation center is needed 
there to relieve demand 
on the high school.

“I think not only will it 
help to alleviate that bur-
den, it will just help start 
to begin a sense of place 
for that community,” she 
said. “You know, I think 
whenever communities 
don’t have a gathering 
spot — a place for leisure 
— you just wonder, where 
do people have a release? 
Where do they have an 
opportunity to convene? 
Those are vital to having 
a strong community.”

Acworth and 
Kennesaw will operate 
the recreation centers 
planned to be built in 
those cities, Canon said, 
and will also contribute to 

funding the projects.

LIBRARIES

The county also plans 
to use SPLOST funds to 
build two new libraries 
and upgrade three others.

One of the new librar-
ies will consolidate the 
Acworth and Kennesaw 
libraries into a new lo-
cation between the two 
cities. 

Jackie McMorris, di-
rector of public services 
for the county, said the 
two libraries were built 
in the early to mid-1960s 
in those cities’ downtown 
areas and have outgrown 
their facilities. 

“Those are very small 
libraries,” she said. “So 
besides the fact that we 
couldn’t expand or do 
anything with the tech-
nology limitations there, 
we recognized that you 
have two libraries there 
in very close proximity 
that have basically been 
outgrown by the constitu-
ents and the citizens who 
live around them and use 
them.”

The county will spend 
about $8.6 million to 
construct a new region-
al library serving both 
cities. The county has 
already spent $800,000 on 
a six-acre tract on Blue 
Springs Road, near North 
Cobb High School in 
Kennesaw, where it hopes 
to build the new library if 
the SPLOST is approved.

The Board of 
Commissioners approved 
the purchase in August 
with a 4-0 vote, with 
Commissioner JoAnn 

Birrell absent. 
McMorris said she 

hopes the new library 
will have broadband 
Internet access and Wi-Fi 
for patrons. She said the 
improved technology will 
allow library-goers to use 
their smartphones and 
tablets to be more inde-
pendent in the use of the 
library. 

Using their smart-
phones, patrons would be 
able to access catalogs 
to help them find books 
on their own, although 
library staff will still be 
available to help if need-
ed, McMorris said. 

Commissioner Helen 
Goreham, who rep-
resents both Acworth and 
Kennesaw on the Board 
of Commissioners, said 
she has been lobbying 
for the consolidation for 
years.

“We’ve been working 
on the project for six 
years now, and I’m very 
excited it is a project for 
this upcoming SPLOST,” 
she said. “It allows the 
county to provide a fa-
cility that is updated and 
current and larger for the 
community,” she said.

For about the same 
cost of running the 
two smaller libraries, 
Goreham said the county 
will be able to operate 
the larger, consolidated 
library.

County officials are 

still discussing the fate 
of the current Acworth 
and Kennesaw libraries, 
Goreham said, but most 
likely, the county will sell 
the land the libraries are 
built on and put the rev-
enue generated from the 
sales back into the library 
system.

The other new li-
brary the county plans 
to build will replace the 
East Marietta Library on 
Lower Roswell Road near 
South Marietta Parkway.

McMorris said the new 
$8.6 million facility will 
be built at the same lo-
cation and be a joint-use 
facility with Parks and 
Recreation. 

The library, to be be-
tween 25,000 to 30,000 
square feet in size, will 
have performance space 
and a gallery for local art-
ists to display their work, 
McMorris said.

The new library will be 
state of the art, McMorris 
said. For example, the 
county is hoping to have 
3D printing technology 
there, she said. 

The Switzer Library, at 
the corner of Roswell and 
Alexander streets, will 
get about $2.8 million in 
upgrades and renovations, 
and the Gritters Library, 
located in Shaw Park in 
Marietta, will be expand-
ed from 8,000 to 16,000 
square feet, McMorris 
said.
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